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On Monday, Jan. 28, 2019 , the American Library Association 
announced its literary awards, including  

the Caldecott and the Newbery. 

DID YOU KNOW?!?….. 

About the Randolph Caldecott Medal 
The Caldecott Medal was named in honor of nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph Caldecott. It is 
awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library 
Association, to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children. 

About the John Newbery Medal 
The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the 
American Library Association, to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for 
children. 
In 1921 Frederic G.Melcher had the Newbery Medal designed by René Paul Chambellan. The bronze medal has 
the winner's name and the date engraved on the back. The American Library Association Executive Board in 1922 
delegated to the Children's Librarians' Section the responsibility for selecting the book to receive the Newbery 
Medal. 
Today the Medal is administered by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of ALA. 
How the Newbery Medal Came to Be 
The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the American Library Association for the most distinguished 
American children's book published the previous year. On June 22, 1921, Frederic G. Melcher proposed the 
award to the American Library Association meeting of the Children's Librarians' Section and suggested that it be 
named for the eighteenth-century English bookseller John Newbery. The idea was enthusiastically accepted by 
the children's librarians, and Melcher's official proposal was approved by the ALA Executive Board in 1922. 
In Melcher's formal agreement with the board, the purpose of the Newbery Medal was stated as follows: "To 
encourage original creative work in the field of books for children. To emphasize to the public that contributions 
to the literature for children deserve similar recognition to poetry, plays, or novels. To give those librarians, who 
make it their life work to serve children's reading interests, an opportunity to encourage good writing in this field." 
The Newbery Award thus became the first children's book award in the world. Its terms, as well as its long history, 
continue to make it the best known and most discussed children's book award in this country. 
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2019  
Newbery Medal  
and  
Caldecott Winners! 

John Newbery Medal for the most outstanding contribution to 
children’s literature:   
“Merci Suarez Changes Gears” written by  
Meg Medina 

Newbery Honor Books: 
“The Night Diary” written by Veera Hiranandani 
and 
“The Book of Boy” written by  
Catherine Gilbert Murdock 

Ralph Caldecott Medal for the most distinguished American picture 
book for children:   
“Hello Lighthouse” illustrated and written by Sophie Blackall 

Caldecott Honor Books: 
“Alma and How She Got Her Name”, illustrated and written by  
Juana Martinez-Neal 
“A Big Mooncake for Little Star”, illustrated and written by Grace Lin 
“The Rough Patch”, illustrated and written by Brian Lies 
“Thank You, Omu!”, illustrated and written by One Mora 

Theodor Seuss Geisel Award for the most distinguished beginning 
reader book: 
“Fox the Tiger”, written and illustrated by Corey R. Tabor. 

Coretta Scott King(Author)(Illustrator) Book Award recognizing an 
African-American author and illustrator of outstanding books for 
children and young adults: 
“A Few Red Drops:  The Chicago Race Riot of 1919”, written by  
Claire Hatfield 
“The Stuff of Stars”, illustrated by Ekua Holmes and written by  
Marion Dane Bauer 




